Gramgeeta Mahavidyalaya Chimur Dist. Chandrapur

Education Excursion and Tour Committee
2022-23

Committee Meeting

Education Excursion and Tour Committee of Gramgeeta Mahavidyalaya Chimur
organized the Committee Meeting on 1" September 2022 in the principal cabin under the
chairmanship of the principal at 11.00 a.m. where all the members were present. In meetings,
discussions take place on various topics like tours organized in the previous years and also
discussions for the arrangement of educational tours for session 2022-23. Committee
members suggested many places for organizing educational tours. The committee decided to
visit the NEERI Nagpur research lab for a session 2022-23 for all undergraduate students in
the month of March 2023. Also, the committee decided to accept the proposal for an
educational tour organized by individual Departments singly or jointly.
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Education Excursion and Tour Committee
Annual Report 2022-23

The educational Excursion and Tour committee of Gramgeeta Mahavidyalaya organized the two meetings
for the session 2022-23 under the chairmanship of Principal Dr. Amir Dhamanni at the principal
principal's office. These meeting has been called for the setting up of the new committee for the session
2022-23 and for the discussion of organizing an educational tour for this session. Under the chairmanship
of the Principal, the following coordinator and committee members have been present for the meeting.

Principal Dr. Amir Dhamani (Chairman)

Prof. Samirkumar R. Bhelave (Convenor)

Prof. Sartaj R. Maladhari (Member)

Prof. Pradnya J. Khobragade (Member)

Prof. M.R. Shrirame (Member)

Miss. Tanshree Warghane (Student Representative)
Mr. Durvesh Hazare (Student Representative)

ln the first meeting, the members mentioned above were selected for this session. The different topics
were discussed in organizing the educational tour for the students. In this meeting proposal from the
individual department is accepted to organize an education tour. the educational tour is very important to
enhance knowledge and visibility to see the world. Education tours motivate the students for research and
development.

On discussion, organizing one tour to visit the NEERI lab for all college students was decided. The
reason behind arranging a tour to NEERI is that it central government research lab working on various
latest research topics and environment-related problems. The visit to this institution will help to develop
the learning and research ability of students. Keeping this point in mind it was decided to visit this
institution. This visit helps to make aware the students of various Research and Development activities.
Alongside that Department of Environmental Science and Botany's proposal was accepted to arrange one
tour for Medha-Lekha village. Also, the proposal from the Department of Zoology, Botany,
Environmental Science, and Microbiology arranged a one-day tour at Agriculture College Anand Niketan
WaroraDist. Chandrapur for acceptance.

The visit to NEERI was cancelled due to some reasons but the visit to Medha Lekha and Agriculture
College Warora was successfully organized. The Mendha Lekha tour was organized from dated 2™ April
2023 at Gramggeeta Mahavidyalaya, Chimur for the undergraduate students of B.Sc. The visit boosted up
knowledge as well as awareness of society and the opportunity to interact with eminent faculties during
the visit.
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To,

Director,

CSIR-NEERI, Nagpur- 440020

Maharashtra, INDIA
Sub- Permission to visit, NEER] on 18" (Saturday) March 2023,
Respected Sir,

I am very much excited to inform you that our college Gramgeeta Mahavidyalaya,
Chimur, Dist. Chandrapur (MNLS.) organized “One day Study Tour” to NEERI on 18% March (Saturday)
2023. At undergraduate level exposure to laboratery will be highly important to boost student career in
research field as well as to enhance the awareness in instrumentations. Also, interaction with researchs
scholars will inerease basic understanding among students. Visualizing these substantial benefits, I kindly
quest you to grant us permission to visit Laboratories

Number of students: 60 (Tentative)
Number of Faculty: 02

Date: 18/03/2023

Thanking You!
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Stacesrly. himur, Diss. Chandrapy,
Mr. Samirkumar R. Bhelaye

Head & Assistant Professor,

Depantment of Physics

Gramgeets Mahavidyalaya C himur,

Dist - Chandrapur(M.S.) ~442003

L~ mail; samirbliclave@ pmail com
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From @ The Director, NEERI

PRMMG/Visit/ April /2023
March 29, 2023

Principal
Gramgeeta Mahavidyalaya
Chimur, Dist. Chandrapur

Sub: Visit to CSIR-NEERI

Dear Sir,

This has reference to your letter dtd. 9" March, 2023 regarding the visit of 60 B.Sc students and
6 Faculty Members to CSIR-NEERL. The students may visit CSIR-NEER] on ™ April, 2023
between 10.30 am to 03.30 pm.The students will be taken to various labs and R & D facilities
where scientists will interact with them. A

Yours sincerely

(Prakash Kumbhare)
Sr. Principal Scientist & Head

PRMMG
Security-in-charge
Shri Anil Gote. Sr. Tech. for information
Shri Mohtaseen Ahmad, PA (7038507248) / 9405897841 and necessary action

AE6 A, G- 440 020 BRI T, GG - Nehru Marg, Nagpur-440 020 Maharashtra State, INDIA
B ($UElTET) /Phone (EPABX) : 0712-2249885-88, 0712-2249970-72, memasr 14516 /C.0.A. 0712-2249960
bR /e - P9I T 1w /Dir. off.- 0712-2249900 / T8I Fiss /C.OA. 0712-2249989 dawrEe /Website : www.neeri.res.in



Gramgeeta Mahavidyalaya, Chimur

Department of Environmental Science
Department of Botany

An Educational Tour Report
Session: 2022 - 2023

On 2! April 2023, an one day Educational Tour was organised by the department of
Environmental Science and the department of Botany of the Gramgeeta Mahavidyalaya,
Chimur, to visit the Mendha-Lekha village, Dist. Gadchiroli, Maharashtra. It was also planned
to visit ‘SEARCH Hospital’ and ‘Semana Park’ of Gadchiroli district during the tour. The tour
comprised students of B.Sc. Environmental Science and B.Sc. Botany, accompanied by faculty
members, Dr. Bijankumar B. Shil, Dr. Mrunal 1. Warhade, Prof, Miss. Sartaj R. Maladhari and
Prof. Vivek S. Manik. All the students were directed to gather at College ground at 7:30 am.
Principal, Dr. Amir A. Dhamani sir wished all the students best and safe journey.

The journey started with ‘Ramayana Bus Service at 08:00 am and reached at SEARCH
hospital at Shodhgram, Taluka: Dhanora, Dist.: Gadchiroli at 10:30 am. SEARCH i.c., ‘Society
Jfor Education, Action and Research in Community Health’ is founded by Dr. Rani and Dr.
Abhay Bang in 1986, to live among the people and serve them. It provides healthcare to the
rural and tribal people in Gadchiroli district, empowers the communities to take care of their
own health and conducts high-quality research to shape the local, national and global health
policies. The organisation has developed a bond with the community based on trust and equity.
SEARCH, today, is recognised as a global leader amongst public health institutions. Their
community-based participatory approach has made path-breaking contributions to the public
health problems of not just Gadchiroli, but also globally.

Students has visited and observed all the facilities there. All of us are overwhelmed and
inspired by such selfless contribution and services provided by the SEARCH for the betterment
of the society.
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We leave the SEARCH at 12:00 noon and reached at Mendha-lekha village at 12:30
pm. We were welcomed by Shri. Devaji Tofa, Gram Sabha leader of Mendha Lekha village.
As we stepped into the village, we noticed a banner with slogan “Reeeft sa€ wrar wver, amar =
HIR ISR which means ‘We have our government in Delhi & Mumbai, In our village we
ourselves are the government!” This slogan proved to be true, when we visited, communicated
and investigated the various forest management practices and working pattern of their Gram
Sabha. We were done with our lunch at 01:30 pm, and then started exploring the village.
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Department of Environmental Science
Department of Botany

Mendha-Lekha is located 30 km from the district headquarters and is spread over two
small and closely situated tolas (hamlets). The total area of the village is estimated at 1900
hectares. Nearly 80 per cent of this area is forested. There are approximately 400 people in the
village, largely without any class and caste hierarchies. The entire population is composed of
the Gond tribe, which has ruled and inhabited the surrounding forests since time immemorial.
The livelihood of the villagers is heavily dependent on subsistence farming and on the forests,
which provide a range of food, fuel, timber and fodder. The average landholding is five acres.
The major source of income is from the collection of non-timber forest produce (NTFP) and
daily wages from labour work with government and private agencies.

The forest type is the sub-group Southern Tropical Dry Deciduous Forests ( 5A/C3) of
Dry Deciduous Forests, with patches dominated by teak and bamboo. The local sub-types of
torests found here include teak forests with dense bamboo, teak forests with scanty or no
bamboo, mixed forests with dense bamboo, and mixed forests with scanty or no bamboo. The
main species of bamboo is veddur while katranji is also found along the major streams and
riverbanks.

A total of 125 species of plants, 25 of mammals, 82 of birds, and 20 of reptiles have
been recorded from the forests so far. Villagers report presence of Indian gaur, chital or spotted
deer and wild dogs or dhole in the past, none of which have been sighted for last three decades.
Animals like monkey and Hanuman langur are used in traditional medicines. Indian wolf,
leopard, sloth bear, tiger and Indian peafowl are the endangered wild animal species in the
forests of Gadchiroli district at large. Another highly endangered species found in these forests
is the Central Indian giant squirrel. The range of the sub-species found here is restricted only
to certain parts of central India. Leopards are common, while tiger sightings are few and far
between.
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The important and unique village Initiatives, which we observed in Mendha-lekha

village are as follows;

A. Transparency & Participation: All decisions conceming the village are taken by
consensus (strictly) in gram sabha (village assembly).

B. Self Study: A village level Study Circle for self-study has been organized and is
functioning since 1987. It has reached a cyclical process: knowledge -> decision -> action ->
knowledge.

C. Self Governance: Their slogan is: In our village we are the Government! At Delhi-Mumbai
is our government! Certain self-governance principles are always followed:

Participatory Forest Management: The Village Forest Protection Committee looks after
the 18 km2 forest. Even government agencies are not allowed to work within village
boundary without prior permission from the Gram sabha

Ban on tree felling: A fine of Rs 101 is levied on illegal cutting of trees from the forest.
All uses of the forest are to be cleared by the gram sabha.

Self-Correction: Decided to prohibit the sale and purchase of liquor within the village
allowing for brewing of traditional liquor only for ceremonial occasions like marriages,
religious ceremonies, etc. after taking permission from the gram sabha.

No Subsidy: The village does not take any subsidy or grants and takes only loans.

Water Equity: Every individual in the village gets equal share of water be it surface water
or underground water, in private or government land.

Build Tank By Eating Fish: Completed the remaining work of their community forest
tank by implementing their own innovative program - “Eat Fish & Build Tank” i.e. catch
fish and put in equivalent work for the tank construction.

Corruption Control: The gram sabha decreed that if one is to bribe government officials
to get his/her work done, it is necessary to take receipt of the same. If not, then he/she must
give the same in cash or kind to the Gram sabha.

Village Court: All internal disputes are settled within the village by the village court. No
one gocs to the police or court and accepts the decision of the Nyaya Panchayat i.c.
gramsabha.

Change from Labour to Owner: Gram sabha acquired the exclusive rights over a stone
quarry through a government scheme DWACRA innovatively.

Livelihood Rights: Fought successfully to gain back their Nistar Rights i.e. livelihood
rights over natural resources surrounding the village.

D. Ecology conservation:

Eco friendly methodology for honey collection without destroying honeycomb or killing
rock bees is followed strictly.

Soil & Water Conservation encouraged with village level watershed technician training
camps and constructed more than 1000 gully-plugs in the forest to arrest erosion.
Integrated Approach: There is a ban on hunting and collection of timber from the forest.
Struggle against harmful ecological practices: The village opposed the wrong method of
bamboo cutting by the local paper mills that involved rooting out the bamboo. They
compelled the government contractors to take villagers along with their labourers so as to
oversee and get the cutting right.

A nursery was set up by the women of the village for supplying plantation saplings.
People’s Biodiversity Register: Decided to use PBR. as a tool for sustainable
developmental planning.
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E. Economic Activity:

» Grain Bank: The gram sabha set up a grain bank in the village to allow for droughts and
crop failures. Any villagers can borrow grains from the bank. Each family is expected to
contribute a share.

» Village Fund : All the fines collected by the Nyaya Panchayat (village court) and 10% of
the wages earned from the employment other than agriculture is deposited as a village
fund. This is used for village work as decided in the Gram Sabha.

F. Self Help Group (SHG): There are 8 self-help (saving) groups in the village, four groups
cach for women and men.

G. Poverty Reduction & well-being:
The village asserted its right to collect resources from the forest hence allowing for people to
take the necessary resources for daily use. Activities like tendu patta collection and honey
collection also provide people with employment. Today, no one goes out of the village for
employment. The landed people help out the landless and those with small land holdings in
time of need by providing them employment on their farms. There has also been a sustained
effort to include women in all activities in the village. SHGs have also helped people achieve
self-sufficiency.

All these practices results into number of positive impact on their forest and village.
Protection accorded to the forest has helped increase the tree cover and hunting prohibition has
helped maintain wildlife numbers.

At the time of departure, Shri. Devaji Tofa sir gified us a book, which have all the
details and struggle of the village for the achievement of the sustainable development goals.
We leave the village at 04:30 pm and moved toward ‘Semana Park’.

We reached at ‘Semana Park” at 05:10 pm. Semana Park, Gadchiroli is one of the
popular Park located in Wakdi, Gadchiroli. It comprises trees, herbs and shrubs of various
species. The speciality of the garden is that there is particular section where trees associated
with each birth sign (There are total 12 birth signs) were planted in 12 sub sections. Student(s
noted down the various tree species found there and enjoyed the greenery and calm
environment of the park.

In this way, the tour was very fruitful and enhanced the knowledge of students. It will
improve their understanding and help them for academic growth.
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Report compiled by Mr. Jatin Giradkar (B.Sc. Sem-IV)
Edited and submitted by Dr. Bijankumar Shil (HOD, Department of Env. Science)

Organising team members

Sr. No. Name Designation Signature
1. | Dr. Bijankumar B. Shil Asst. Professor ﬁ,r
2; Dr. Mrunal I. Warhade Asst. Professor — My
3 Miss. Sartaj R. Maladhari Asst. Professor ey
4. Mr. Vivek S. Manik Asst. Professor %

o

™
rincipal

Dr. Dr. ir A. Dhamani
rincipa

Gramgeeta Mahavidyalaya
Chimur, Dist. Chandrapur



Gramgeeta Mahavidyalaya, Chimur
Excursion Tour

Department of Environment Science and Botany

Place :- Lekha Mendha, Dhanora, Dist. Gadchiroli
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Place :- Lekha Mendha, Dhanora, Dist. Gadchiroli
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